16                           SPANISH   FRONT
marked the beginning of the development of a politically
unified Spain.   The Catholic monarchs began their great
effort to centralize authority for purely political purposes;
they initiated the policy of imperialism ; and they set about
creating a complete religious unity in the Peninsula.   Thus,
at home there was a revision of the system of government
and administration ;  religious unity called for the ruthless
suppression of those who were Jewish or Moslem by re-
ligion ;  and imperialism showed itself in the conquest and
exploitation   of America   by  the   Conquistadores,  who
followed up the discovery of America by Columbus.   The
Inquisition flourished ;  absolutism and centralization were
the orders of the day.   Now, for the first time in her long
history, we find all Spain dominated by the monarchy and
Church with a canalized policy which was proving to be
highly successful.   A thirst for conquest and exploitation
showed itself, and the country began to grow rich from
imports of gold, raw materials, and slaves from America.
The golden age had arrived.
In the beginning of the sixteenth century Spain was the
first nation in the world, and had the first empire on which
" the sun never sets." The extraordinarily tough Spanish
race spread itself in the New "World from Florida and
California to Cape Horn. The king at that time, Charles V.,
as well as being Holy Roman Emperor, held the greater
part of Italy, Holland, Flanders, Luxembourg, and Franche
Conde, as well as important territories in Africa and
islands scattered over the globe. His son, the sombre
Philip n., added new lands to Spain, in which was for a
time included Portugal. Spain was now at her zenith as
a world power. But for a nation to have such wide-
spread possessions and influence brings in its train many
inconveniences, amongst which are the suspicions and envy